
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE DIVINE LINK  
An open discussion and reflection on Surah al-Fatiha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful. [All] praise is 

[due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds - The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful, 

Sovereign of the Day of Recompense. It is You alone we worship and You alone we 

ask for help. Guide us to the straight path - The path of those upon whom You 

have bestowed favor, not of those who have evoked [Your] anger or of those who 

are astray. 

 

 

 

 

  



Revelation 

» It was the first complete surah to be revealed in the early stages of the da’wah in 

Makkah, as is the majority position. This is based on the following verse which was 

revealed in Makkah: “And We have certainly given you, [O Muhammad], seven of the 

often repeated [verses] and the great Qur’an” (15:87) 

» The ‘seven oft-repeated verses’ refers to Surah al-Fatiha. 

- Narrated Abu Sa`id Al-Mualla radhiallahu anhu, while I was praying, the Prophet 

 passed by and called me, but I did not go to him till I had finished my (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

prayer. When I went to him, he said, "What prevented you from coming?" I said, 

"I was praying." He said, "Didn't Allah say" "O you who believes Give your 

response to Allah (by obeying Him) and to His Apostle." (8.24) Then he added, 

"Shall I tell you the most superior Sura in the Qur'an before I go out of the 

mosque?" When the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) intended to go out (of the Mosque), I 

reminded him and he said, "That is: "Al hamdu-li l-lahi Rabbil-`alamin (Surat-al-

fatiha)' which is the seven oft repeated verses (Al-Mathani) and the Grand 

Qur'an which has been given to me." [Bukhari] 

» Some scholars contend that this surah was actually revealed in Madinah 

- Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhu narrates: “One day Jibreel was sitting with the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and Jibreel heard the sound of a door in the heavens. So he raised 

his head and saw an angel coming. Then Jibreel said to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, ‘This 

door is a door that was never opened before until today. And this angel is an 

angel who never came before.’ The angel came to Jibreel and the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

and gave salaams (greetings of peace) to them. Then he said to the Prophet 

 I give you the good news of two lights that are given to you that were‘ ,ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

never given to any prophet before you: the Opening of the Book (i.e. Surat al-

Fatiha) and the last verses of Surat al-Baqarah.’” [Muslim] 

- Surat al-Baqarah was revealed in Madinah, as per majority of the scholars, 

therefore from the above hadith if we know al-Baqarah was revealed in Madinah 

so must have Surat al-Fatiha 

» Others state that this surah was revealed twice, once in Makkah and again in Madinah. 

  

http://quran.com/15/87


Virtues 

» The recitation of Al-Fatiha in prayer is a conversation with your Lord 

- Muslim reports from Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said 

that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: "Allah, the 

Glorious and Exalted, said, 'I have divided the prayer between Myself and my 

servant equally and My servant shall be granted what he asked for.' Therefore 

when the servant says, 'all praises and thanks are due to Allah, the Lord of the 

universe', Allah says, 'My servant has praised Me.' When he says, 'the Most 

Beneficent, the Most Merciful, 'Allah says, 'My servant has extolled Me.' When 

he says, 'Master of the Day of Judgement,' Allah says, 'My servant has glorified 

Me.' When he says, 'You Alone we worship and Your aid Alone do we seek,' Allah 

says, 'this is between Me and My servant and My servant shall have what he 

requested.' When he says, 'guide us to the Straight Path, the Path of those whom 

You have favoured, not of those who have incurred [Your] wrath, neither of 

those who have gone astray,' Allah says, 'this is for My servant and My servant 

shall have what he asked for.' " [Muslim] 

» It is considered the Mother of the Qur’an, the Mother of the Book and the Great Qur’an 

- Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said that the Messenger of 

Allah (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: "[The chapter commencing with],"all 

praises and thanks are due to Allah the Lord of the Universe"is the Mother of the 

Qur'an, the Mother of the Book, the Seven Oft Repeated Verses and the Great 

Qur'an." [Tirmidhi] 

» There is nothing like it found in the earlier Scriptures nor the remainder of the Qur’an 

- Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: The Messenger of Allah 

(sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) asked [Ubay ibn Ka’b], 'Would you like me to teach 

you a Surah the likes of which is not to be found in the Tawrah, Injil, Zabur or the 

[rest of the] Qur'an?' He said, 'Yes O Messenger of Allah.' The Prophet (sallallahu 

'alayhi wa sallam) said, 'I hope that I will not leave this door until you know it.' 

"Ubayy said, 'Then he took hold of my hand and talked to me while I slowed 

down fearing that we may reach the door before he finished talking. When we 

did reach it I asked him, 'What is the Surah you promised me, O Messenger of 

Allah?' He said, 'What is the Surah you recite in prayer?' So I recited the Mother 

of the Qur'an upon which he said, 'By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, Allah 

has not revealed the likes of it in the Tawrah, Injil, Zabur or the [rest of the] 

Qur'an. It is the Seven Oft-Repeated verses.' "  [Ahmed] 

» A light which has not been given to any other nation before 
 



َ َربِّ اْلَعالََمينَ   اْلَحْمُد ّلَِله
[All] praise is [due] to Allah , Lord of the worlds – 

 

 َ   اْلَحْمُد ّلَِله
 [All] praise is [due] to Allah

 
Shukr & Hamd 

» Shukr is to thank someone because you benefited from them 

» Hamd is praise due to Allah out of love and honor upon recognizing who He is i.e. because 
of the perfect qualities that are inherent to Allah in His Self, His Names, His attributes and 
His Actions  

  لَهُ اْلَحْمُد فِي اْْلُولَٰى َواْْلِخَرِة ۖ
To Him is [due all] praise in the first and the last 

Surah Qasas V.70 

» Whenever something is praised, in actuality that praise belongs to Allah because He is the 
one who created and controls everything. So He is always being praised, directly or 
indirectly, whether people acknowledge it or not.  

Hamd is Exclusively for Allah 

» Praise, complete glory and thanks is due to Allah, which is the exalted name of Allah by 
which all other Names are included in it.  

َهاَدِة ۖ ُهَو  َه إَِله ُهَو ۖ َعالُِم اْلَغْيِب َوالشه ُ الهِذي ََل إِلََٰ ِحيمُ ُهَو َّللاه ُن الره ْحَمَٰ الره  

He is Allah , other than whom there is no deity, Knower of the unseen and the witnessed. He is 
the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful. 

ََلُم اْلُمْؤِمنُ  وُس السه َه إَِله ُهَو اْلَملُِك اْلقُدُّ ُ الهِذي ََل إِلََٰ ا  ُهَو َّللاه ِ َعمه اُر اْلُمَتَكبُِّر ۚ ُسْبَحاَن َّللاه اْلُمَهْيِمُن اْلَعِزيُز اْلَجبه
ََ ُيْشِرُكون  

He is Allah , other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, the Perfection, the 
Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is 

Allah above whatever they associate with Him. 

َماَواِت َواْْلَ  ُر ۖ لَُه اْْلَْسَماُء اْلُحْسَنىَٰ ۚ ُيَسبُِّح لَُه َما ِفي السه ُ اْلَخالُِق اْلَباِرُئ اْلُمَصوِّ ِِ ۖ َوُهَو اْلَعِزيُز اْلَحِكيمُ ُهَو َّللاه ْر  

He is Allah , the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him belong the best names. Whatever is 
in the heavens and earth is exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise. 

  



Why al-hamdulilah and not al-shukrulillah?  

» To make clear to us and establish that His praise is not due only because of the blessings He 
bestows upon us, rather that the primary reason we praise Him is because He is worthy of 
it, regardless of what He chooses to bless us with. 

Ayat, Ahadith and Athaar relating to Hamd 

» Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhu said, "Alhamdulillah is the statement of every thankful [servant]." 

» Muslim reports from Anas ibn Malik that the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: 
"Indeed Allah is pleased at His servant when he eats some food and praises Him for it or 
when he drinks a drink and praises Him for it." 

» Al-Hasan said, "There is no blessing except that [saying] alhamdulillah is better and more 
virtuous than it." 

» Ibn Majah reports from Anas ibn Malik that the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: 
"Allah does not grant a servant a favour for which he says alhamdulillah except that what he 
offered [of praising] is better and more virtuous than what he took [of the favour]."  

» Al-Bayhaqi commented on this by saying: "This is because the servant does not attain [the 
station] of praising and thanking Allah except by His tawfiq. Therefore the greater 
excellence [of his praising Allah as compared to the initial blessing that Allah bestowed 
upon him] is by virtue of his being blessed with the [ability to] praise Allah and extol him 
and this did not exist in the initial blessing. 

» Al-Hakim At-Tirmidhi reports in Nawadir al-Usul from Anas bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: "If the entire world along with its contents were to 
be in the hand of a man from my nation and then he were to say alhamdulillah, then 
alhamdulillah would be better than (what his hand contained)." 

» Al-Qurtubi commented upon this by saying: "In our view the meaning is that he has been 
given the world, then after this he has been given this statement and utters it. Therefore 
this statement is better than the world because the world is soon to perish whereas the 
statement will endure for it is from those righteous deeds that remain. 

َماَواِت َواْْلَْرَض َوَجَعَل الظُّلَُماِت َوالنُّوَر ۖ ثُمه الهِذيَن َكفَُروا بَِرب   ِ الهِذي َخلََق السه ََ اْلَحْمُد ّلِِله ِِهْم يَْعِدلُو  

[All] praise is [due] to Allah , who created the heavens and the earth and made the darkness and 
the light. Then those who disbelieve equate [others] with their Lord. 

Surah Al-An’am V.1 

ِ َرب  ا َِ اْلَحْمُد ّلِِله ْلَعالَِمينَ َدْعَواهُْم فِيِهَا ُسْبَحانََك اللهِهُمه َوتَِحيهتُِهُْم فِيِهَا َسََلٌم ۚ َوآِخُر َدْعَواهُْم أَ  

Their call therein will be, "Exalted are You, O Allah ," and their greeting therein will be, "Peace." 
And the last of their call will be, "Praise to Allah , Lord of the worlds!" 

Surah Yunus V.10 

ِ الهِذي َوهََب لِي َعلَى اْلِكبَِر إِْسَماِعيَل  َعاءِ ْلَحْمُد ّلِِله َه َرب ي لََسِميُع الدُّ َوإِْسَحاَق ۚ إِ  

Praise to Allah , who has granted to me in old age Ishmael and Isaac. Indeed, my Lord is the 
Hearer of supplication. 



Surah Ibrahim V.39 
 

ِ الهِذي أَنَزَل َعلَٰى َعْبِدِه اْلِكتَاَب َولَْم يَجْ  َعل لههُ ِعَوًجا ۜاْلَحْمُد ّلِِله  
[All] praise is [due] to Allah , who has sent down upon His Servant the Book and has not made therein 

any deviance. 
Surah Kahf V.1 

 

انَا ِمنَ  ِ الهِذي نَجه َعَك َعلَى اْلفُْلِك فَقُِل اْلَحْمُد ّلِِله ََ اْلقَْوِم الظهالِِمين فَإَِذا اْستََوْيَت أَنَت َوَمن مه  

And when you have boarded the ship, you and those with you, then say, 'Praise to Allah who has 
saved us form the wrongdoing people.' 

Surah Mu’minoon V.28 
 

 ِ ََ ِعْلًما ۖ َوقَاََل اْلَحْمُد ّلِِله ْن ِعبَاِدِه اْلُمْؤِمنِينَ  َولَقَْد آتَْينَا َداُووَد َوُسلَْيَما لَنَا َعلَٰى َكثِيٍر م  الهِذي فَضه  
And We had certainly given to David and Solomon knowledge, and they said, "Praise [is due] to Allah , 

who has favored us over many of His believing servants." 
Surah Naml V.15 

َِ َرب ِِهْم إِلَٰى ِصَراِط اْلَعِزيِز اْلحَ الر ۚ ِكتَاٌب  ِميدِ أَنَزْلنَاهُ إِلَْيَك لِتُْخِرَج النهاَس ِمَن الظُّلَُماِت إِلَى النُّوِر بِإِْذ  
Alif, Lam, Ra. [This is] a Book which We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], that you might bring 

mankind out of darknesses into the light by permission of their Lord - to the path of the Exalted in Might, 
the Praiseworthy - 
Surah Ibrahim V.1 

  



 َربِّ اْلَعالَِمين
Lord of the worlds 

» Rabb is the master, sustainer, nourisher, creator, owner, and  the one who is obeyed 
» Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said in explanation to this verse of Al-Fatihah: 

"All praise and thanks are due to Allah, to Whom belongs the creation in its entirety, the 
heavens and the earth and whosoever is in them and whatsoever is between them – that 
which is known and unknown." 

» Qatadah said: "Al-Alamin is the plural of alam and it refers to everything in existence 
besides Allah." 

» This includes animals, insects, birds, plants, trees, humans, etc. jinn, angels and other 
creations we don't know of. Allah is the rabb of all of them. He provides for them, nurtures 
them, aids them, protects them, etc. and makes them grow, all of them 

» Allah is the Rabb of the aalameen and all creation recognizes this and His Majesty thus 
praise Him night and day 

Tawheed of Lordship 

» The first main pillar of our faith is established in this verse; that is the tawheed of Lordship 
i.e. confirming, accepting and believing through belief in the heart, actions of the body and 
statements of the tongue that Allah is the only true Rabb of everything in the heavens and 
the earth and beyond and that He has no partners in this.  

 
ُ َخالُِق ُكل  َشْيٍء ۖ َوهَُو َعلَٰى ُكل  َشْيٍء َوِكيلٌ   َّللاه

Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is, over all things, Disposer of affairs. 
Zumar v. 62 

 
ْزَق لَِمن َيَشاُء وَ  ِِ ۖ َيْبُسُط الرِّ َماَواِت َواْْلَْر ُه ِبُكلِّ َشْيٍء َعلِيم  لَُه َمَقالِيُد السه َيْقِدُر ۚ إِنه  

To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth. He extends provision for whom He 
wills and restricts [it]. Indeed He is, of all things, Knowing. 

Shura v.12 
 

ِ َوُكنُتْم أَْمَواًتا َفأَْحَياُكْم ۖ ُثمه ُيِميُتُكْم ُثمه ُيْحيِيُكْم ُثمه إِلَْيِه ُتْرَجعُ  ونَ َكْيَف َتْكفُُروَن بِاَّلله  
How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and He brought you to life; then He 

will cause you to die, then He will bring you [back] to life, and then to Him you will be 
returned. 

Baqarah 28 

  



The Pagans believed and understood the Tawheed of Lordship 

ْمَع َواْْلَْبَصاَر َوَمن يُْخِرُج اْلَحيه ِمَن اْلمَ  َماِء َواْْلَْرِض أَمهن يَْملُِك السه َن السه ي ِت َويُْخِرُج قُْل َمن يَْرُزقُُكم م 

ََ  اْلَمي َت ِمَن اْلَحي   ُ ۚ فَقُْل أَفَََل تَتهقُو ََ َّللاه َوَمن يَُدب ُر اْْلَْمَر ۚ فََسيَقُولُو  
Say, "Who provides for you from the heaven and the earth? Or who controls hearing and 

sight and who brings the living out of the dead and brings the dead out of the living and who 
arranges [every] matter?" They will say, " Allah ," so say, "Then will you not fear Him? 

Surah Yunus v.31 

 

Allah is our Master  we are His Slaves 

» This verse also shows us our position and role in the sight of Allah. If Allah is our Rabb, i.e. 
the master, owner, sustainer, nourisher, creator, than what are we? We are the owned, the 
ones who have a master over us, and the ones who are dependent 

The Worship of the ‘Alameen 

 ِ وِس اْلَعِزيِز اْلَحِكيميَُسب ُح ّلِِله َماَواِت َوَما فِي اْْلَْرِض اْلَملِِك اْلقُدُّ َِ َما فِي السه  

» Trees, rocks, etc. glorify and praise Allah, they recognize Allah's majesty, Subhanallah what 
about us? 

Innately we are created to know Alhamdolilah 

» Malik narrated that the Messenger (sws) said: "When the soul was blown into Aadam and 
when the soul reached his head, he sneezed. So, he said, "alhamdulillahi rabbil ‘alameen." 
So, Allah(tabaraka wata3alla) said to him , "Yarhamuk Allah." [Ibn Hibaan] 

Action 
 
Abu Hurayrah from the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him): “Whoever 
glorifies Allaah (says Subhaan Allaah) thirty-three times immediately after each prayer, and praises 
Allaah (says Al-hamdu Lillaah) thirty-three times, and magnifies Allaah (says Allaahu akbar) thirty-three 
times, this makes ninety-nine, then to complete one hundred says Laa ilaaha ill-Allaah wahdahu laa 
shareeka lahu, lahu’l-mulk wa lahu’l-hamd wa huwa ‘ala kulli shay’in qadeer (There is no god except 
Allaah Alone, with no partner, His is the power and His is the praise, and He is Able to do all things) – his 
sins will be forgiven even if they are like the foam of the sea.” (Reported by Muslim, 939). 

  



ِحيمِ  ِن الرَّ ْحَمَٰ  الرَّ
The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful, 

 
Transitioning 

» After the first verse, one may ask what is the Lordship of Allah based upon? The answer is 

that It is based upon the mercy of Allah and not upon anger, revenge or retribution 

(Uthaymeen) 

إِنه َرْحَمتِي َتْغلُِب َغَضبِي     

Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: “Verily, Allah when He created the 

creation, He wrote with His Hand concerning Himself, that: ‘My mercy prevails over My wrath.’” 

Sahih Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 

نِ  ْحَمَٰ  الرَّ

» The embodiment of all mercy is Ar-Rehman 
» For all of mankind 
» Vast in nature  

ِحيم   الرَّ

» Perpetually enacting the mercy, never stopping 
» Ibn Abbas radhiallah anhu said: Ar-Rehman is for mankind while ar-Raheem is specific to the 

believers. Allah says: Wa kana bil mu’mineena raheema 

 

ََ بِاْلُمْؤِمنِيَن َرِحيمً  اَوَكا  
And ever is He, to the believers, Merciful. 

Ahzab v.33 

» In Saheeh Muslim it is narrated from Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Allah has one hundred parts of mercy, of 
which He sent down one between the jinn, mankind, the animals and the insects, by means of which 
they are compassionate and merciful to one another, and by means of which wild animals are kind to 
their offspring. And Allah has kept back ninety-nine parts of mercy with which to be merciful to His 
slaves of the Day of Resurrection.”  
(Muslim) 

  



Tawheed of Allah’s Names & Attributes 

» It is to believe and affirm all the Names and Attributes of Allah found in the Qur’an and the 

Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger (sallallahu alaihi wa-sallam) for Allah alone without ascribing 

them to others.  

» The Names and Attributes of Allah should be accepted without any alteration, whether in 

words or meaning. They should be understood in the absolute sense and free from human 

deficiencies.  

»  The most important form of mercy that is required is to show mankind and guide with an 
example and this example was in the prophets and the greatest mercy is in the form of a 
prophet who is for all of mankind and all times and this is the example of the prophet 
sallalahu alayhi wasalam 

ِ اْْلَ  ََ فِي ْسَماءُ َوّلِِله ََ  اْلُحْسنَٰى فَاْدُعوهُ بِِهَا ۖ َوَذُروا الهِذيَن يُْلِحُدو ََ َما َكانُوا يَْعَملُو أَْسَمائِِه ۚ َسيُْجَزْو  
And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them. And leave [the company of] those 

who practice deviation concerning His names. They will be recompensed for what they have 
been doing. 

Al-‘Araf v. 180 

Ayat/Ahadith pertaining to Mercy 

Abu Hurairah in Bukhari the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:  

“No one’s deeds will ever admit him to Paradise.” They said, “Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?” 
He said, “No, not even me, unless Allah showers me with His Mercy. So try to be near to perfection. 
And no one should wish for death; he is either doing good so he will do more of that, or he is doing 

wrong so he may repent.” 
 

ُن َعلَى اْلَعْرِش اْسَتَوىَٰ  ْحَمَٰ  الره
The Most Merciful [who is] above the Throne established 

Surah Taha v.5 

 

نُ  ْحَمَٰ اٍم ُثمه اْسَتَوىَٰ َعلَى اْلَعْرِش ۚ الره ِة أَيه َِ َوَما َبْيَنُهَما ِفي ِسته َماَواِت َواْْلَْر   َفاْسأَْل ِبِه َخبِيًراالهِذي َخلََق السه

He who created the heavens and the earth and what is between them in six days and then established 

Himself above the Throne - the Most Merciful, so ask about Him one well informed. 

Surah Furqan v.59 

It was narrated that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Some prisoners were 
brought to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and there was a woman 

among the prisoners who was searching (for her child). When she found her child she embraced him and 
put him to her breast. The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to us, ‘Do 



you think that this woman would throw her child in the fire?’ We said, ‘No, by Allah, not if she is able not 
to.’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, ‘Allah is more merciful to 

His slaves than this woman is to her child.’”  (Agreed upon) 

Action 

" ْحَمُة َوَنزَ    َ إَِله َحفهْت بِِهُم اْلَمَلَئَِكُة َوَغِشَيْتُهُم الره ُ فِيَمْن َما ِمْن َقْوٍم َيْذُكُروَن َّللاه ِكيَنُة َوَذَكَرُهُم َّللاه لَْت َعلَْيِهُم السه

" ِعْنَدهُ      

Abu Hurairah and Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri, that they bear witness, from the Messenger of Allah, 

that he said: “There is no group that remembers Allah, except that they angels encompass 

them, mercy covers them, and tranquility descends upon them: and Allah remembers (mentions) 

them before those who are with Him.” 

(Jami at-Tirmidhi) 

 

  



ينِ   َمالِِك يَْوِم الدِّ
Master of the Day of Judgement, 

 

 َمالِكِ 

» Two variations of reciting this verse: one may say maaliki which means Owner and maliki 
which means King.  

» Showing to us His Kingdom and Ownership are true and perfect unlike that of the people. 
» Some are kings but not owners and others are owners but not truly kings. To Allah is the 

perfectness of both. He is the Owner and the King (Uthaymeen) 

ِ اْلَواِحِد اْلقَِههارِ  ِ ِمْنِهُْم َشْيٌء ۚ ل َمِن اْلُمْلُك اْليَْوَم ۖ ّلِِله ََ ۖ ََل يَْخفَٰى َعلَى َّللاه  يَْوَم هُم بَاِرُزو
The Day they come forth nothing concerning them will be concealed from Allah . To whom 

belongs [all] sovereignty this Day? To Allah , the One, the Prevailing. 
Surah Ghafir v.16 

ينِ   يَْوِم الدِّ

» Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhu said in an explanation to the words yawm addin: "The Day on 
which the creations are judged – the Day of Resurrection. He will recompense them for 
their actions, if they were good then it will be good, if they were bad then it will be bad 
except for that which He Forgives for indeed the only order [on that Day] will be His order, 

 أَََل لَهُ اْلَخْلُق َواْْلَْمرُ 
 'Unquestionably to Him belongs the creation and the Command.' 

[Al-Qur'an 7:54]" 

Action 

َ َخبِيٌر بِمَ  يَا أَيُِّهَا َه َّللاه َ ۚ إِ ا قَدهَمْت لَِغٍد ۖ َواتهقُوا َّللاه َ َوْلتَنظُْر نَْفٌس مه ََ الهِذيَن آَمنُوا اتهقُوا َّللاه ا تَْعَملُو  
O you who have believed, fear Allah . And let every soul look to what it has put forth for 

tomorrow - and fear Allah . Indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what you do. 

 
 

  



 إِيَّاَك نَْعبُُد َوإِيَّاَك نَْستَِعينُ 
You alone we worship and You alone we ask for help. 

 

بُدُ عْ نَ  إِيَّاكَ   

What is worship? 

» Ibn Taymiyyah: "Worship (Al-'Ibadah) is a comprehensive term covering everything that 
Allah loves and is pleased with - whether saying, or actions, outward and inward." [Majmu' 
al-Fatawa (10/149)] 

» Ibn al Qayyim: "Worship revolves around fifteen principles. Whosoever completes them has 
completed the stages of 'ubudiyyah (servitude to Allah). The explanation of this is that 
'ibadah is divided between the heart, the tongue, and the limbs. And that for each one of 
these three come five types of rulings, covering all actions: wajib (obligatory), mustahabb 
(recommended), haram (prohibited), makruh (disliked), and mubah (permissible)." 
[Madarijus-Salikin (1/109)] 

» Qurtubi: "The root of 'ibadah is humility and submissiveness. The various duties that have 
been prescribed upon the people are called 'ibadat (acts of worship), since what is required 
is that these acts of worship must be done with humility and submissiveness to Allah - the 
Most High."[Al-Jami' li-Ahkamil-Qur'an (1/225), and (17/56)] 

Conditions for an act to be considered Worship 

» Sincerity: It is narrated on the authority of Amir al-Mu'minin (Leader of the Believers), Abu 

Hafs 'Umar bin al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: I heard the Messenger 

of Allah (peace be upon him), say: "Actions are according to intentions, and everyone will 

get what was intended. Whoever migrates with an intention for Allah and His messenger, 

the migration will be for the sake of Allah and his Messenger. And whoever migrates for 

worldly gain or to marry a woman, then his migration will be for the sake of whatever he 

migrated for." Related by Bukhari & Muslim 

» Following the example of the Prophet: On the authority of the mother of the faithful, 'Aisha 
(may Allah be pleased with her), who said: The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
said: He who innovates something in this matter of ours [Islam] that is not of it will have it 
rejected [by Allah]. [Bukhari & Muslim] In one version by Muslim it reads: He who does an 
act, which we have not commanded, will have it rejected [by Allah]. 

Why worship Allah? 

» Because in truth, He alone is worthy and deserving of worship.  



» It is for this reason the greatest form of justice is to recognize that He alone is worthy of 
worship and to direct all acts of worship to Him alone 

» It is for the same reason that the greatest crime and oppression is to direct acts of worship 
He alone is worthy of and directing them to other than Him i.e. to commit shirk with Him 

ْرَك لَظُْلٌم َعِظيمٌ  َه الش  ِ ۖ إِ َُ َِلْبنِِه َوهَُو يَِعظُهُ يَا بُنَيه ََل تُْشِرْك بِاّلِله  َوإِْذ قَاَل لُْقَما
And [mention, O Muhammad], when Luqman said to his son while he was instructing him, 
"O my son, do not associate [anything] with Allah . Indeed, association [with him] is great 

injustice." 
Luqman v.13 

Tawheed of Worship 

» It is to direct all acts of worship to Allah alone without any partners 
» This was the main mission of the Prophet sallalahu alayhi wasalam as the Pagans he was 

sent to already believed in Tawheed of Lordship.  

Worship is the Purpose of Life 

لَِيْعُبُدونِ َوَما َخلَْقُت اْلِجنه َواْْلِنَس إَِله   

And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me. 

Dhariyat v.56 

 

ُكُم الهِذي َخلََقُكْم َوالهِذيَن ِمن َقْبلُِكْم لََعلهُكْم َتتهقُونَ  اُس اْعُبُدوا َربه َها النه  َيا أَيُّ

O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those before you, that you may become 

righteous  

Baqarah v.21 

Important Principles about Tawheed/Shirk 

1 – The Pagans believed in Allah, yet were not considered Muslims 

ْمَع َواْْلَْبَصاَر َوَمن يُْخِرُج اْلَحيه ِمَن اْلمَ  َماِء َواْْلَْرِض أَمهن يَْملُِك السه َن السه ي ِت َويُْخِرُج قُْل َمن يَْرُزقُُكم م 

ََ  اْلَمي َت ِمَن اْلَحي   ُ ۚ فَقُْل أَفَََل تَتهقُو ََ َّللاه َوَمن يَُدب ُر اْْلَْمَر ۚ فََسيَقُولُو  
Say, "Who provides for you from the heaven and the earth? Or who controls hearing and 

sight and who brings the living out of the dead and brings the dead out of the living and who 
arranges [every] matter?" They will say, “Allah," so say, "Then will you not fear Him? 

Surah Yunus v.31 

2 – The disbelievers would say: we do not invoke them) nor turn towards them (i.e. other than 
Allah) except to seek nearness to Allah and their intercession. 



ِ ُزْلفَىٰ  بُونَا إِلَى َّللاه  َوالهِذيَن اتهَخُذوا ِمن ُدونِِه أَْولِيَاَء َما نَْعبُُدهُْم إَِله لِيُقَر 
"We only worship them that they may bring us nearer to Allah in position."  

Zumar v.31 

ِ ۚ قُ  ُؤََلِء ُشفََعاُؤنَا ِعنَد َّللاه ََ هَٰ هُْم َوََل يَنفَُعِهُْم َويَقُولُو ِ َما ََل يَُضرُّ َِ َّللاه ََ ِمن ُدو َ بَِما ََل يَْعلَُم فِي َويَْعبُُدو ََ َّللاه ْل أَتُنَب ئُو

ََ السه  ا يُْشِرُكو َماَواِت َوََل فِي اْْلَْرِض ۚ ُسْبَحانَهُ َوتََعالَٰى َعمه  
And they worship other than Allah that which neither harms them nor benefits them, and they 

say, "These are our intercessors with Allah " Say, "Do you inform Allah of something He does not 
know in the heavens or on the earth?" Exalted is He and high above what they associate with 

Him  
Yunus v.18 

3 – There were people amongst the Prophet sallalahu alayhi wasalam that worshipped angels, 
prophets, righteous people, trees, stones, the sun and moon, yet he did not differentiate 

between any of them. 
 

ُ يَا ِعيَسى يَ اْبَن َمْريََم أَأَنَت قُْلَت لِلنه  َوإِْذ قَاَل َّللاه َْ  اِس اتهِخُذونِي َوأُم  َُ لِي أَ ِ ۖ قَاَل ُسْبَحانََك َما يَُكو َِ َّللاه ِهَْيِن ِمن ُدو
 إِلَٰ

ُم الْ  تَْعلَُم َما فِي نَْفِسي َوََل أَْعلَُم َما فِي نَْفِسَك ۚ إِنهَك أَنتَ  أَقُوَل َما لَْيَس لِي بَِحقٍّ ۚ إَِ ُكنُت قُْلتُهُ فَقَْد َعلِْمتَهُ ۚ ُغيُوبِ َعَله  
And [beware the Day] when Allah will say, "O Jesus, Son of Mary, did you say to the people, 

'Take me and my mother as deities besides Allah ?'" He will say, "Exalted are You! It was not for 
me to say that to which I have no right. If I had said it, You would have known it. You know what 
is within myself, and I do not know what is within Yourself. Indeed, it is You who is Knower of the 

unseen. 
Ma’idah v.116 

اَك َنْسَتَعينُ    َوإَيه

Tawakkul 

» Ibn al-Qayyim rahimuhallah: To ask for help means that one has trust in, and dependence on, the 
one being asked; this is none other than the meaning of tawakkul (Tafsir al-Qayyim) 

 

َماَواتِ  ِ َغْيُب السه ِِ َوإِ  َوَّلِله ا َتْعَملُونَ  لَْيِه ُيْرَجُع اْْلَْمُر ُكلُُّه َفاْعُبْدهُ َواْْلَْر ْل َعلَْيِه ۚ َوَما َربَُّك ِبَغافٍِل َعمه َوَتَوكه  

And to Allah belong the unseen [aspects] of the heavens and the earth and to Him will be 

returned the matter, all of it, so worship Him and rely upon Him. And your Lord is not unaware 

of that which you do. 

Hud v.123 

  



ِبينٍ  ْلَنا ۖ َفَسَتْعلَُموَن َمْن ُهَو ِفي َضََلٍل مُّ ا ِبِه َوَعلَْيِه َتَوكه ُن آَمنه ْحَمَٰ  قُْل ُهَو الره
Say, "He is the Most Merciful; we have believed in Him, and upon Him we have relied. And you 

will [come to] know who it is that is in clear error." 

Mulk v.29 

» Abu al-‘Abbas ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas (ra) reports: “One day I was riding (a horse/camel) 
behind the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, when he said, ‘Young man, I will 
teach you some words. Be mindful of God, and He will take care of you. Be mindful of Him, 
and you shall find Him at your side. If you ask, ask of God. If you need help, seek it from 
God. Know that if the whole world were to gather together in order to help you, they would 
not be able to help you except if God had written so. And if the whole world were to gather 
together in order to harm you, they would not harm you except if God had written so. The 
pens have been lifted, and the pages are dry.’ ” Related by Tirmidhi 

 
Du’a 

 

لَ  ْوا َما َفضه ا َوََل َتَتَمنه مه َجاِل َنِصيب  مِّ ٍِ ۚ لِّلرِّ ُ ِبِه َبْعَضُكْم َعلَىَٰ َبْع ا اْكَتَسْبَن ۚ اْكَتَسُبوا ۖ َولِلنِّ  َّللاه مه َساِء َنِصيب  مِّ

َ َكاَن ِبُكلِّ َشْيٍء َعلِيمً  َواْسأَلُوا َ ِمن َفْضلِِه ۗ إِنه َّللاه اَّللاه  

And ask Allah of his bounty. Indeed Allah is ever, of all things, Knowing. 

An-Nisa v.32 

» On the authority of Abu Hurairah (ra), the Prophet sallalahu alayhi wasalam said: “Allah is 

angry at the one who does not ask of Him” Related by Tirmidhi 



َراَط اْلُمْسَتقَيمَ   اْهَدَنا الصِّ
Guide us to the straight path 

 

Manners and Etiquettes Pertaining to Du’a  

» Praise Allah before making du’a and sending peace ad blessings upon the Prophet sallalahu 

alayhi wasalam 

» Raising one’s hands in humility 

» Facing the Qiblah 

» Performing Wudu 

» To cry 

» To make du’a quietly 

» To use Allah’s Names and Attributes 

» The reader is directed to read ‘Du’a: The Weapon of the Believer’ by Sh. Yasir Qadhi for a 

more detailed discussion on du’a 

 اْهَدَنا

» Allah bestowing His grace and mercy upon a servant by leading him to follow the Way of Truth 

 

ِئَك الهِذيَن َهَدى ُ ۖ َفِبُهَداُهُم اْقَتِدْه ۗ قُل َله أَْسأَلُُكْم َعلَْيهِ  أُولََٰ ِمينَ أَْجًرا ۖ إِْن ُهَو إَِله ِذْكَرىَٰ لِْلَعالَ  َّللاه  
Those are the ones whom Allah has guided, so from their guidance take an example.  

Al-An’am v.90 

ُ أَن ْسََلِم ۖ َوَمن ُيِرْد أَن ُيِضلههُ  َفَمن ُيِرِد َّللاه ُد ِفي  َيْهِدَيُه َيْشَرْح َصْدَرهُ لِْْلِ عه َما َيصه َيْجَعْل َصْدَرهُ َضيًِّقا َحَرًجا َكأَنه

َماِء ۚ ْجَس َعلَى الهِذيَن ََل ُيْؤِمُنونَ  السه ُ الرِّ لَِك َيْجَعُل َّللاه َكَذَٰ  
So whoever Allah wants to guide - He expands his breast to [contain] Islam; and whoever He 

wants to misguide - He makes his breast tight and constricted as though he were climbing into 

the sky. Thus does Allah place defilement upon those who do not believe. 

Al-An’am v.125 

Guidance is only from Allah 

 

َ َيْهِدي َمن َيَشاُء ۚ َوُهَو أَْعلَُم ِباْلُمْهَتِدينَ نهَك ََل  ِكنه َّللاه   َتْهِدي َمْن أَْحَبْبَت َولََٰ

Indeed, [O Muhammad], you do not guide whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills. And 

He is most knowing of the [rightly] guided. 

Al-Qasas v.56 



Hidayah is also the Path leading to Paradise 

» Ibn al Qayyim: guidance on the Day of Judgement along the path to Paradise – this being 

the bridge leading to it. So the one who is guided in this life to the Straight Path will be 

guided to the Straight Path in the Hereafter, which leads to Paradise. His firmness on the 

path that Day will be dependent upon how firmly he tread the Straight Path in this life. 

(Madarij as-Salikeen) 

 

َراَط اْلُمْسَتقَيم  الصِّ

 

َذا ِصَراِطي قَ  َوأَنه َهَٰ ُبَل َفَتَفره بُِعوا السُّ بُِعوهُ ۖ َوََل َتته اُكم ِبِه لََعلهُكْم َتتهقُونَ  ُمْسَتقِيًما َفاته لُِكْم َوصه بُِكْم َعن َسِبيلِِه ۚ َذَٰ  
And, [moreover], this is My path, which is straight, so follow it; and do not follow [other] ways, 

for you will be separated from His way. This has He instructed you that you may become 

righteous. 

Al-An’am v. 153 

» Al-Tirmidhi records on the authority of Nawwas ibn Sam`an that the Messenger of Allah (peace be 

upon him) said, ‘Allah has set forth the following as a parable: there is a road that leads straight to 

the destination. On either side of the road there is a wall in which there are open doors with 

curtains hanging on them. From the remote end of the road, a voice calls, ‘Proceed straight and do 

not turn aside.’ Whenever someone intends to lift a curtain from the door another voice calls from 

above, ‘Beware! Do not lift the curtain, otherwise you will be lured inside.’ The Prophet (peace be 

upon him) explained the parable by saying that the straight path is Islam, the walls are the limits 

imposed by Allah, the open doors are the things that he has prohibited, the voice which calls from 

the end of the road is the Qur´an and the voice which calls from above is Allah’s monitor in the heart 

of every believer..  

Why should the believers ask for guidance? 

» Ibn Kathir mentions in his tafsir of this verse: If someone asks, "Why does the believer ask 

Allah for guidance during every prayer and at other times, while he is already properly 

guided. Has he not already acquired guidance?'' The answer to these questions is that if it 

were not a fact that the believer needs to keep asking for guidance day and night, Allah 

would not have directed him to invoke Him to acquire the guidance. The servant needs 

Allah the Exalted every hour of his life to help him remain firm on the path of guidance and 

to make him even more firm and persistent on it. The servant does not have the power to 

benefit or harm himself, except by Allah's permission. Therefore, Allah directed the servant 

to invoke Him constantly, so that He provides him with His aid and with firmness and 



success. Indeed, the happy person is he whom Allah guides to ask of Him. This is especially 

the case if a person urgently needs Allah's help day or night. Allah said,  

َ  ِمنُكْم َفآُذوُهَما ۖ َفإِن َتاَبا َوأَْصلََحا َفأَْعِرُضوا َعْنُهَما ۗ َواللهَذاِن َيأِْتَياِنَها إِنه َّللاه

ِحيمً  اًبا ره اَكاَن َتوه  
O you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger (Muhammad ), and 

the Book (the Qur'an) which He has sent down to His Messenger, and the 

Scripture which He sent down to those before (him) 

(4:16). 

Therefore, in this Ayah Allah commanded the believers to believe, and this command is not 

redundant since what is sought here is firmness and continuity of performing the deeds that 

help one remain on the path of faith. Also, Allah commanded His believing servants to 

proclaim,  

 

َنا ََل ُتِزْغ قُلُوَبَنا َبْعَد إِْذ  ابُ َربه َهَدْيَتَنا َوَهْب لََنا ِمن لهُدنَك َرْحَمًة ۚ إِنهَك أَنَت اْلَوهه  
Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) after You have guided 

us, and grant us mercy from You. Truly, You are the Bestower. 

(3:8). 

‘Guide us to the straight Path’ means, "Make us firm on the path of guidance and do not 

allow us to deviate from it.''  

  



الِّينَ   َصَراَط الهَذيَن أَْنَعْمَت َعلَْيَهْم َغْيَر اْلَمْغُضوَب َعلَْيَهْم َوََل الضه
The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favor, not of those who have 

evoked [Your] anger or of those who are astray. 

 

 َصَراَط الهَذيَن أَْنَعْمَت َعلَْيَهمْ 

The Path of those Allah has favoured. 

 

ِئَك الهِذيَن َهَدى ُ ۖ َفِبُهَداُهُم اْقَتِدْه ۗ قُل َله أَْسأَلُُكْم َعلَْيهِ  أُولََٰ أَْجًرا ۖ إِْن ُهَو إَِله ِذْكَرىَٰ لِْلَعالَِمينَ  َّللاه  

Those are the ones whom Allah has guided, so from their guidance take an example.  

Al-An’am v.90 

» On the authority of Abu Hurairah (ra), the Prophet sallalahu alayhi wasalam said: “A man is 

upon the religion of his close friend, so look carefully as to who you take as a close friend” 

Related by Tirmidhi 

» On the authority of Abu Musa al-Ash’ari (ra), the Prophet sallalahu alayhi wasalam said: “A 

person will be with whom he loves.” Related by Bukhari 

» At-Tabari: Proof that obedience of Allah can only come about by Him favoring us 

 

َفَهاُء ِمنَ س َيقُوُل السُّ ُهْم َعن قِْبلَتِِهُم الهتِ  ََ اِس َما َوَله ِ اْلَمْشِرُق َواْلَمْغِرُب ۚ َيْهِدي َمن َيَشاُء  ي َكاُنوا َعلَْيَها ۚ قُلالنه ه َّللِّ

ْسَتقِيمٍ  إِلَىَٰ ِصَراطٍ  مُّ  
The foolish among the people will say, "What has turned them away from their qiblah, which 

they used to face?" Say, "To Allah belongs the east and the west. He guides whom He wills to a 

straight path." 

Baqarah v.142 

Who are those that Allah has favored? 

 

 َ ُ َعلَْيِهم َوَمن ُيِطِع َّللاه ئَِك َمَع الهِذيَن أَْنَعَم َّللاه ُسوَل َفأُولََٰ َهَداِء َوا َوالره يقِيَن َوالشُّ دِّ ِبيِّيَن َوالصِّ َن النه الِِحيَن ۚمِّ َوَحُسَن  لصه

ِئَك َرفِيقً  اأُولََٰ  
And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger - those will be with the ones upon whom Allah has 

bestowed favor of the prophets, the steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs and the righteous. 

And excellent are those as companions. 

Nisa v.69 



الِّين  َغْيَر اْلَمْغُضوَب َعلَْيَهْم َوََل الضه

» The majority of the scholars of tafsir said that 'those who have earned Your Anger' are the 

Jews, and 'those that went astray' are the Christians, and their is the hadith of the 

Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) reported from Adi ibn Hatim (may Allah be pleased 

with him) concerning this in Tirmidhi. 

 

 


